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Fall Bulb Care (in the Spring)…
In the Spring, remove the flowers of
Flowering bulbs like daffodils, tulips,
Extreme
Makeover:
tulips and daffodils after they fade to
hyacinths and crocus
are some of the Volo
earliest flowers to appear in gardens
each year, some starting to bloom as
early as January. Many will bloom and
multiply for years with minimal care,
while others are best planted for one
season’s show of color in our hot climate.
Bulbs can be planted in flower beds, in
lawns, around trees, or grown in pots or
window boxes.

Odd math
facts # 3.14:
111,111,111, x
111,111,111 =
12,345,678,987,654,
321.

Spring bulbs flower from late Winter to
early Summer, depending on species.
After bloom is finished, they continue to
grow and store food for a period of time
before dying back to ground level and
becoming dormant through the Summer
and into Fall. Spring-flowering bulbs start
to grow roots again in the Fall and Winter
to prepare for the following Spring bloom.
They are planted in the Fall or early
Winter.

prevent seed formation. Leave the
leaves on the plant for at least six weeks
after bloom is finished or until they turn
brown. This allows the energy from the
leaves to build up the bulb for next year’s
bloom. If you object to the appearance of
yellowing leaves, try interplanting bulbs
with perennials or summer annuals for
camouflage. Be sure not to dig so deeply
as to damage the bulbs.
Many bulbs eventually become
overcrowded and must be divided and
replanted for best effect. Wait to dig
bulbs until the foliage has turned yellow
and withered. Divided bulbs can be
replanted immediately or stored in a dry,
cool area for replanting in the Fall.
Discard any bulbs that appear diseased.

Plant for Color Throughout the Season (Shrubs):
In Part II of our plantings throughout the
season, we focus on shrubs you can
plant to ensure a colorful display of
blooms throughout the Spring season:
EARLY: Forsythia
Stunning bright yellow
flowers first thing in the
Spring. Excellent for
hedges. Very disease
resistant.
EARLY-MID: Fragra nt Viburnum
Masses of ballshaped, intensely
fragrant blooms on
plants that range
from dwarf to small
tree in size. Great
Fall color also!

MID: Syringa & Cornus
(Lilacs & Dogwood)
Two Spring staples:
the fragrance and
romance of the Lilac;
and the toughness
and 3-season
interest of the
Dogwood.
LATE: Spiraea & Weigela
Very hardy, long
flowering, and
interesting Summer
and Fall foliage
make these plants
stand out.
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A Closer look: Gail
Another of our first-rate CSR’s gets our
attention this month. Gail, based in our
Hampshire offices, has been with Wilson’s
for 5 years now. She tells us a little more
about herself:

What is the favorite part of your
job? Talking to our customers. I know

Where are you from? I reside in Hoffman

What 3 words help describe who
you are? Enjoys studying plants. I

Estates, IL; born in Seattle, Washington.

Family? I am married to Steve (for 25

Some kid said:
: H3O is hot water,
and CO3 is cold
water.
: Dew is formed on
leaves when the sun
shines down on them
and makes them
perspire.
: Mushrooms always
grow in damp places
and so they look like
umbrellas.
: The pistol of a flower
is its only protections
against insects.
: Germinate: To
become a naturalized
German.
: Rhubarb: A kind of
celery gone
bloodshot.

years). My 3 children are Dustin, Stephanie
and Randy. I have 3 dogs - Lexie, Sophie
and Carmela. I also have tropical fish.

What is your favorite plant? My favorite

how hectic things are in season and I
can relate to what our customers are
going through.

started learning horticulture in high
school and still enjoy researching all
types of plants. When I retire I will live
somewhere warm and study palms
and tropical plants.

outdoor plant is the Paperbark Maple
because the exfoliating bark is beautiful and
fall color is stunning.

More about May…
The month may have been named
for the Greek goddess Maia, who
was identified with the Roman
goddess of fertility, Bona Dea,
whose festival was held in May.
In Japan, there is a so-called
'May sickness', where new
students or workers start to be
tired of their new schoolwork or
jobs. (In Japan school-years and
fiscal years start on April 1st).

May is Better Sleep Month,
National Good Car Care Month,
National Photo Month, National
Salad Month, National Egg Month,
National Barbecue Month, Revise
Your Work Schedule Month, Date
Your Mate Month, National
Hamburger Month, and Fungal
Infection Awareness Month.

Plant Focus: Aesculus x. carnea ‘Briotti’
Ruby Red Horsec hestnut
Height:

25-35’ high

Width:

25-35’ wide

Sun:

Full sun, light shade.

A beautiful specimen tree with a round to
broad-round habit. A hybrid between the
Common Chestnut (A. hippocastanum)
and the Red Buckeye (A. pavia).- both
natives.
Hardy to USDA Zone 5. Flowers in MayJune with clusters of 8” long, deep rose
red blooms, which are larger and denser
than its parent.

Attractive to hummingbirds. Excellent
disease resistance, and tolerance to
wind, drought and salt. Dark green
leaves turn yellow in the Fall. Prefers
deep, well drained soils, but considered
to be widely adaptable to a variety of soil
types.
Call us for more information, or to order
yours today. A unique and stunning
native for your gardens!

