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Gardening Calendar: September

Extreme Makeover: Volo
For gardeners, there is little difference
between September and May: they both
usually provide some of the best growing
conditions of the year. There are plenty
of hot and humid days, but temperatures
are slowly returning to more comfortable
daytime levels. This often means more
lawn and garden projects!

A great time for pleasant days and balmy
evenings; street fairs, Fall festivals; and
crunchy apples:

What do you get if
you divide the
circumference of a
pumpkin by its
diameter?

-

Lawns are in focus this month.
Now is a good time to start a
new lawn, reseed, de-thatch, or
just repair your lawn.

-

A great time to plant or
transplant trees and shrubs: they
will have up to 2 months to settle
in and spread their roots before
they go dormant for the Winter.

Pumpkin pi
-

Replace worn out annuals with
pots of mums, asters, flowering
kale, pansies and other Fallblooming beauties.

-

Cut back on the watering of
established trees and shrubs so
as to give them time to harden
off for the Winter. However,
continue to water evergreens
until the ground freezes solid.
They need to have adequate
moisture in their roots through
the Winter to avoid Winter burn
or desiccated needles.

-

Start cutting back dying or
bedraggled perennials. Leave
the flower heads of plants like
Sedum, Coneflowers,
ornamental grasses and rose
hips for Winter interest and for
the birds.

-

Start looking for your Spring
flowering bulbs: tulips, daffodils,
crocus, iris and many others.
Ideally, to form a good root
system, bulbs should be planted
4-6 weeks before the ground
freezes, but not too early that
they start pushing top growth.

Fall Needle Drop
As anyone who has a history of planting
evergreens knows, September is the
time when the older needles on narrowleaved evergreens, such as pines and
arborvitaes, turn brown and fall off. This
is natural needle drop, when the tree
sheds its oldest leaves in preparation for
the Winter.
Customers often call voicing concern
when they see this occur, and the
following information can serve as a brief
primer to explain what is actually
happening, and to calm their fears as to
the health of their trees:

Fall needle drop – also known as
thatching – is most pronounced in the
first couple of years after planting/
transplanting, as well as on trees which
have experienced root stress due to less
than optimal growing conditions.
Extended dry periods during the Summer
can also exacerbate root stress. The
needles at the tips of the branches stay
green, while there is uniform browning of
the inside needles.
In some years natural needle drop will
occur in a relatively short period of time,
with rapid and noticeable browning of
older needles. In other years you won’t
even notice it is happening.
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Plants for show (off) and tell (your friends)…

Acer ‘Autumn Flame’

My wife’s a water
sign. I’m an earth
sign. Together we
make mud.
- Rodney Dangerfield

While Fall is the seasonal wind-down for
Winter, it is also a season which is
spectacular for its color, and the variety of
sources. It is easy to think of just leaves, but
Fall color is just as evident in the red, black
and blue berries of many shrubs and trees,
along with the shredding or corky bark of the
River Birch, Paperbark Maple or Burning
Bush. Here are just a few of the plants you
can use to brighten up your garden this Fall,
and for many to come:

Flowering Crabapples: notable
for their red, orange and yellow
berries, and the fact that they
persist on the tree to become an
excellent source of food for birds
into the Winter months. Many
varieties also have yellowish Fall
leaves.
Serviceberries: bluish/black/red
berries in the late Summer;
orange-red-yellow Fall leaves in
addition to a profusion of Spring
flowers. An ideal ornamental tree!

Acer: a huge family of plants which all
put on an impressive Fall show. Range
from the spectacular shade trees of the
Red and Sugar Maple, to the seasonlong color of the Japanese Maple.
Paperbark Maples add an extra Winter
interest with their peeling bark.

Chokeberries: blue-black to red
berries in the Fall, and orange-red
Fall leaves make this plant a
valuable addition to the Fall
garden.

Birch: Yellow Fall color in most varieties,
and bark which peels (River) and glows
(Whitespire). Impressive specimen
plants.

Cotoneaster: While the Peking
has great Fall leaves, the
Cranberry Cotoneaster adds a
multitude of red berries to its color
palette. Beautiful!
Sumac: outstanding Fall color and
a variety
of griseum)
sizes makes this plant
(Acer
very versatile in the garden.

Plant Focus: Paperbark Maple
Height: 20-30’

No serious disease or pest problems.

Width: 15-25’

An excellent small tree for small yards, or
as a specimen tree in many locations
around the home. Good also as an
understory tree in a woodland garden.

Hardy to Zone 4
Cinnamon brown to reddish brown
exfoliating bark provides excellent Winter
interest. Old bark is purple brown in
color. Bluish-green leaves in Summer
turn bright red and orange in Fall, and
persist into the Winter. It’s name –
griseum – means gray, and refers to the
color of the lower leaf surface. One of the
last Maples to turn colors in the Fall.
Upright, oval to rounded form. Relatively
slow growing (6-12” per year) in a range
of soil conditions. Does not care for
drought. Plant in full sun to partial shade.

Check them out at:
http://www.wilsonnurseries.com/Acergris
eum.htm , or order one today.

