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July is Summer at its best: picnics, trips
to the beach, reunions, and long days of
warmth and sunshine. We celebrate the
independence of our great nation on the
4th of July, and spend a lot of time
outdoors.

It also signals a slowing down of the
frantic pace of May and June. Gardens
settle into a more laid back rhythm, trying
to stay cool and preserve water. Here
are a few tips to help our gardens be as
productive and beautiful as they can:

- Set the mower up a notch or two
so as to maintain the lawn at a
taller height. This helps to
conserve moisture at ground
level, and will help to keep the
crowns of the grass from
scorching.

- Shear back annuals that have
become a little bedraggled.
While you will feel the shock
initially, they will soon resume a

Gardening Calendar: July
Extreme Makeover: Volo

Wilson Plant Almanac Online
As we mentioned in last month’s
newsletter, we are working hard to bring
you resources you can use, and access
easily.

Phase I – our Plant Almanac - is now
online, and available for use:
http://www.wilsonnurseries.com/WilsonTr
ees/htm. There will be ongoing additions
to these pages, but the base almanac is
finished and ready to be utilized. All
inventory from our catalog is listed, and
eventually all inventory items will have an
individual information page as well.

more compact appearance and
resume good flower production.

- Begin to place your orders for
Fall plant inventories –
shrubs, trees, perennials,
grasses and groundcovers.
While you’re at it, place your
Spring ones also!

- Deadhead flowers and roses.

- Continue to pick vegetables and
herbs regularly. Once crops
finish producing, remove plants
to the compost pile and seed/
plant for Fall.

- Continue to water deeply. Don’t
rely on late afternoon
thunderstorms to water your
plants. Water at root level, and
ideally early in the morning
before the heat of the day, or in
the early evening.

- Pull weeds and grasses after
watering.

Work is also progressing nicely on the
companion Hardgoods Almanac. We
anticipate this should be up and ready for
viewing by the middle of July, so stay
tuned to our availability emails. Once
again, all of our hardgoods items
(excepting standard items such as
Drainage Supplies, Irrigation Supplies
and such) will be included, with photos.

As usual, we welcome any input as to
anything we may be able to do to make
this resource better for you.
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The best way to
garden is to put on a
wide-brimmed straw

hat and some old
clothes.  And with a
hoe in one hand and

a cold drink in the
other, tell somebody

else where to dig.

-  Texas Bix Bender, Don't
Throw in the Trowel
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Height:  60-75’

Width:  60-75’

Hardy to Zone 4

A very long lived tree, with a
symmetrical, rounded outline and
upright, spreading branches. Dark green
leaves turn russet-red, yellow and tan in
the Fall.

An excellent choice for homeowners who
want a quality shade tree as quickly as
possible. It can put on more than 2ft per
year in its youth, and begin producing
acorns in as little as 20 years. These
stately trees are often planted on golf
courses, parks and campuses.

Plant Focus:  Northern Red Oak  (Quercus rubra)
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It’s tolerant of urban air pollution and
widely planted as a street tree in the
Northeast and Midwest.

The Red Oak has moisture needs typical
of most large trees. Grows best with
regular watering, but once established is
tolerant of normal drought cycles.

Check them out at:
http://www.wilsonnurseries.com/Quercus
.htm, or order one today.

Fruits and vegetables are in abundance
and in season in July. Here are a few
facts we’ll bet you didn’t know:

- Don’t store ripe tomatoes in the
refrigerator, because cold
temperatures lessen their flavor.

- Blueberries contain more
antioxidants than most other fruits
and vegetables.

- One bushel of corn will sweeten
more than 400 cans of pop.

- Among all vegetables except
potatoes, tomatoes contribute the
greatest amount of nutrients to the
American diet.

- Rose hips (the fruit of Rosa rugosa
roses) contain more Vitamin C than
almost any other fruit or vegetable.

No way…?!?
- Onions contain a mild antibiotic

that fights infections, soothes
burns, tames bee stings and
relieves the itch of athlete’s
foot.

- Grapes are one of the oldest
cultivated fruits. They have
been around for more than
8,000 years.

- Bananas are the most popular
fruit in America. The average
person eats 33lbs of bananas
a year!

- Every year in the United States
each person uses the
equivalent of one tree, 100ft
tall and 16” in diameter, to
meet their wood and paper
needs.

A weed is a plant that
has mastered every
survival skill except
for learning how to

grow in rows

-  Doug Larson


