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Over the past couple of years we have
been in the process of changing and
overhauling our facilities so as to
modernize, and be able to provide you,
our customer, with the best and most
efficient services possible.

Our Volo location has now completed its’
complete overhaul, providing a state-of-
the-art facility for the selection of top
quality plant material, along with a wide
variety of hardscaping supplies. All of our
infrastructure has been completely
upgraded, and we are currently working
on optimizing our loading and delivery
systems to be able to move you in and
out as fast as possible.

Extreme Makeover: Volo
Extreme Makeover: Volo

Emerald Ash Borer Update
As many of you already found out whilst
placing Fall orders, we are completely
without Ash. Northern Cook County and
all of Kane County are official quarantine
areas, which includes our Hampshire
location. Since this is our main nursery
for tree growing, nothing is being shipped
to Volo, or other counties.

Many customers have asked, and so on
the next page we give you some options
as to plants/ trees which you can use
instead.

Besides calling us for information, here
are several excellent sites for getting
additional information about the Emerald
Ash Borer, and related topics:

While our Hampshire location will not be
getting a brand new building – as yet –
similar improvements are being
implemented.

We have consolidated our loading yards
from 3 to 2, so that order pickup runs
more smoothly and efficiently. Similarly,
we have expanded the amount of space
in our offices both for our staff, and for
waiting customers. This will allow us to
process orders more quickly as well.

Our number one goal is to serve you, the
customer. More changes are in store, so
stay tuned!

The most comprehensive site we’ve
seen is at:
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/

They cover pretty much everything you
would need to know about the EAB, and
then some.

Other sites to look at are:

The Morton Arboretum -
http://www.mortonarb.org/plantinfo/plantc
linic/EAB.htm

Michigan State Government:
http://www.michigan.gov/mda/0,1607,7-
125-1568_2390_18298---,00.html

USDA Forest Service:
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/eab/

Some Useful links:
The ILCA website has some great selling points for contractors: http://www.ilca.net/consumers.asp

Want to know your job is important?: http://www.ext.vt.edu/pubs/envirohort/426-721/426-721.html
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Has it been 17 years already?

These harmless pests will be returning to
landscapes in the Midwest this year.
These are harmless pests. They don’t
bite or sting. They are not poisonous and
don’t transmit disease. They don’t
generally pose a threat to plant material.
The most annoying part of these pests
may be the loud noise that might keep
you awake at night!

Coming in May:  the 17-yr Cicadas

A very versatile plant, available in many
varieties, shapes and forms: dwarf,
upright, mounding, rounded, weeping,
spreading and vase. A perfect way to
add year-round beauty to the landscape!

Most commonly available in this area are
the red or green leafed Acer palmatum,
or Acer palmatum dissectum varieties.
The latter have a finely cut-leaf
appearance which is quite fern-like, and
very airy. Both types are stunning as
specimen trees and a very worthwhile
investment when adding long term visual
interest into the landscape.

Plant Focus: Japanese Maples
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So what was going on the last time the
cicadas emerged?

• Nelson Mandela was freed from
his 27-year imprisonment in
South Africa.

• The San Francisco 49’ers won
the Super Bowl

• The Cincinnati Reds won the
World Series

• Bette Midler won the Grammy for
Song of the Year for ‘Wind
Beneath My Wings

• ‘Driving Miss Daisy won the
Oscar for Best Picture.

While Japanese Maples do like the sun,
care should be made when planning their
placement, in the Chicagoland area, to
provide cover from these very drying
Winter winds.

And of course, in a shameless plug, we
need to say we have a great selection of
both types of Japanese Maples, most
notably ‘Bloodgood’ and ‘Everred’. Be
sure to order some before they are all
snapped up!

Here are some options other than Ash…

Hedge Maple: This is a great tree to use
when overhead wires are a consideration.
Very tough, adapting well to urban settings.
An excellent street tree. It’s corky bark adds
Winter interest.

Autumn Blaze Red-Silver Maple: Similar in
size to many Ash varieties. Broadly oval
shape with medium-green foliage and
brilliant red-orange Fall color. Larger sizes
are available.

Alternative Plantstyles:  Other than Ash…
Skyline Honeylocust: A  broadly
pyramidal shape of this variety makes
for a very graceful form. Another great
street tree – very tolerant of many
environmental challenges.

Flowering Pear (Autumn Blaze,
Chanticleer, or Redspire): All varieties
have glossy green leaves and various
shades of red Fall color. Beautiful
white flowers make for stunning
Spring color.

Redspire Pear


