
About Seeding
There are three basic things you need to do to get good results when planting grass
seed:

Buy good seed
Prepare the soil properly
Keep it moist after planting

All grass seed may look alike, but there’s a world of difference in results. And once the
seed is sown, you have to live with the results for a long time — or else tear the lawn out
and start over. So before purchasing grass seed, it’s wise to consider the following:
There’s no such thing as “bargain” grass seed. Buying grass seed by price is asking for
trouble, because it’s often filled with unwanted weeds and grasses that create unsightly
clumps in the lawn. The few additional dollars it costs to buy top-quality grass seed could
well be the best investment you’ll ever make in the outside of your home.

Grass Seed Types
Grass seed is sold in two types of assortments: mixtures and straight species. Choose the type depending on
what you want.

Mixtures— contain seed from two grass species or more, designed to balance the relative strengths and
weaknesses of each type in order to better solve problems or address different light conditions in your lawn. For
example, Sun and Shade is an excellent all purpose mix that performs well in multiple light conditions, and High
Traffic is a more wear tolerant blend. Mixtures are the best choice for an average lawn or for a lawn that needs
help in a certain problem area, typically delivering better tolerance to varying light conditions, more insect and
disease resistance, and more versatility.
Mixtures usually combine grasses with similar colors, growth rates and textures, as well as behavior. Seed
formulations may vary by manufacturer and sometimes they add small amounts of other grasses, for properties
like drought resistance, quick starting or beauty.

Straight Species— Some consumers know that their lawn is a single grass type such as Kentucky bluegrass or tall
fescue and want to maintain that single seed type and match the existing lawn when reseeding an area. Many
times the products that are single seed types contain a blend of different varities of that seed type to produce a
lawn with better disease resistance, better color and a more uniform texture. Always look for the most weed free
seed and be sure to buy a product that contains improved, named varieties to ensure the best seeding results.

About Watering
More than 90% of a plant’s weight is water, so it is vital to replenish what’s lost or
used each day. Regular watering is the most important way to maintain healthy
plants, particularly under hot summer sun or climates. For best results:
Water in the morning — The best time to water is early morning or afternoon as the
sun is setting; less water evaporates than during the mid-day heat. Avoid watering at
night, as wet leaves are more susceptible to disease.
Water plants right after planting and frequently thereafter — Whenever the soil
surface becomes slightly dry to the touch, its a good time to water thoroughly. In
general, most plants prefer soil that is kept moist, not waterlogged.
Always water deeply so the water reaches the root zone — Shallow watering will
result in shallow roots, which generally result in unhealthy plants that will not survive
hot weather.
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Fertilizer Types — What's Right For You?
Today there are more and more fertilizers on the shelves. The one that's right for you depends on your lawn and
climate, the time of year, the results you want to get, what you want to put into it and simply personal choice.

Natural organic fertilizers
Just as you might suspect, natural fertilizer is good, old-fashioned plant or animal waste that has been dried and
composted. There are endless varieties, from municipal sewage sludge to blood meals to vegetarian seed
meals. Most have distinct benefits, too.

Overfertilizing is a non-issue with natural fertilizers, since action is slow. However, they are heavy, messy, hard-
to-handle and require greater quantities due to their low nitrogen percentage. They can also have a distinct
“barnyard” aroma. They can vary in efficacy due to the unreliability of microbe activity — it rises and falls with
soil temperature. That means nutrients may be unavailable in early Spring and late Fall, when grass is actively
growing. And lawns may be getting more nutrients on hot Summer days, when cool-season grasses are partially
dormant and should not be fed much.

Soluble synthetic fertilizers
These fertilizers are produced by chemical reaction, from organic or inorganic materials. Sometimes synthetic
fertilizers are labeled organic, because they were synthesized from organic compounds.

These fertilizers release nutrients fast into soil and deliver a fast greenup. They’re readily available because they
do not depend on microbes, like natural fertilizers do. That means they can deliver at critical time periods, with
precisely known effects. They can be more affordable and lighter than natural choices due to their concentration.

However, these fertilizers demand more work. Their effects are shorter-lived, so they require more applications.
They may need to be applied as many as six times a year. The high salt content of soluble synthetics also adds a
possibility of fertilizer burn. Always follow recommended rates and instructions provided.

Controlled-release fertilizers
Also called timed-release or slow-release fertilizers, these combine some characteristics of natural organic and
soluble synthetic choices. Some of these products contain nitrogen as part of a complex compound that breaks
down slowly in the soil. Others consist of pellets made of a quick-release nitrogen compound coated with a
semi-permeable resin or plastic-like material. Each time the pellets get wet, they release small amounts of
nutrients through their coatings until they are fully depleted.
Both types can last three to six months, depending on the type and amount of available water. Typically, they
have a high nitrogen percentage, so large quantities are unnecessary. The slow-release of nitrogen also reduces
the risk of burning the lawn.

Complete fertilizers
Complete fertilizers contain all three of the primary nutrients: nitrogen (nitrates or ammonium), phosphorus
(phosphoric acid), and potassium (potash). The analysis, or ratio of each nutrients, is featured on the front of
each bag.
The ratio you‘ll need depends somewhat on local climate, soil conditions and the form of nitrogen. Some
complete fertilizers are for general use, and others are developed for specific grass types.

Fertilizer, herbicide, and pesticide combinations
Also available are fertilizers combined with herbicides for broadleaf or crabgrass control and some combined
with insecticides and fungicides to control insects and diseases.
Combinations not only save considerable time, work and headaches, they also reduce the amount of material
you need to use. You may even save money by buying one product instead of two or more.
However, timing can be tricky. The best option is to apply during growth cycles for the problems you want to
stop, and follow directions carefully.
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