
Selecting a Lawn Fertilizer
There are three major considerations in selecting a lawn fertilizer:

The analysis
This indicates the percentage (by weight) of the three major nutrients in a
fertilizer: nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium.

First number is NITROGEN (N). It makes grass plants grow and become
greener.

Second number is PHOSPHORUS (P). It stimulates root and seedling
development.

Third number is POTASSIUM (K), which promotes disease and drought
tolerance.

The analysis is printed on the front of every fertilizer package. It tells nothing,
however, about the way the fertilizer will perform. Two fertilizers with the same
analysis can produce dramatically different results.

The nitrogen release rate
How fast the nitrogen is released determines not only how fast the grass will green
up, but also how much it will grow, how heavy the clippings will be, how much will
be wasted by leaching and runoff and how long the results will last.
Lawn grasses require a steady, controlled feeding to produce a thick, green lawn.

Controlled-release fertilizers deliver just enough quick-release nitrogen to produce
a fast greening, while the balance is released gradually, by microbial action in the
soil, over a period of approximately eight weeks. As a result, the lawn is fed
continuously, so there is a constant supply of nitrogen for the grass plants.

Granule content
Most fertilizers supply the three basic nutrients (nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium) in separate
granules which are of different sizes and shapes. Granules give better coverage during spreading with
more particles per square inch. Better coverage means a consistent, even feeding for excellent results.

When to Fertilize
The most important thing you can do for a lawn is to provide it with proper nutrition. A well-fed, healthy
lawn has a better root system to combat heat, cold, drought, and other stresses. A quality, granular,
controlled-release fertilizer allows grass plants to grow evenly, without starvation periods or heavy
growth spurts. Controlled, even growth also minimizes grass clippings.

Most lawns require 4-5 feedings per year. Basically, the first feeding should coincide with the first
mowing; and the last feeding when the grass is done growing for the year. The following is an example
of a typical lawn care program.
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Late summer (July to August) — The hot days of summer result in grass that is stressed by heat,
drought, foot traffic and insects. An application at this time will help your lawn recover from, and
combat, these potential problems. Avoid applying a fertilizer when temperatures are over 90° F.

Early fall (September to October) — With cool nights, rainfall and morning dew, this is a great time to
supply the lawn with the nutrients it needs to recover from and repair summer damage. An early fall
feeding is one of the most important of the year.

Late fall/early winter (November to December) — A final feeding before the nasty winter months will
strengthen roots and increase nitrogen stores for an early spring green up. At this time of year, roots
remain active for just a couple of weeks when the top growth stops — the energy reserves are stored
for the following spring.

The specific time of day you fertilize your lawn depends on weather conditions, and some fertilizers
shouldn‘t be applied if rain is in the forecast for 24 hours. You should always read the directions on the
back of the bag carefully before applying any fertilizer.

How to Apply Fertilizer
You’ll need a quality spreader and the right fertilizer that is made for your lawn. Then follow these easy
steps for successful fertilizing. Remember to walk at a steady, but neither slow nor rushed pace, for
even, ideal distribution.
1. Make sure the spreader is turned OFF.
2. Set the spreading rate on the spreader to the setting indicated on the back of the lawn product you
are applying.
3. Always fill the spreader on a driveway or walkway — not on the lawn, in case some of the product is
spilled.
4. Begin spreading, using the following guidelines.

If you have a rectangular lawn:
· Start by making two header strips at each end of the lawn. This provides an area for turning the
spreader on and off.
· Go back and forth between the ends, shutting the spreader off when you reach the header strips.
When starting back, put the spreader in motion before opening it in the header strip area.
· If using a drop spreader, make sure the wheels overlap the wheel marks in the grass from the
previous swath to prevent missed strips.
· If using a rotary spreader, be sure to overlap the edge of each swath with the edge of the previous
swath to prevent missed streaks.

If you have an irregularly shaped lawn:
Apply a header strip around the edge of it. Go back and forth the longest direction, shutting the
spreader off when you reach the header strip

Early spring (February to April) — Lawns wake up hungry from the winter months. A spring feeding
strengthens roots and gets lawns off to a good start before the heavy growing season. In most
regions, it is wise to apply a combination fertilizer with a pre-emergent to control crabgrass.

Late spring/early summer (May to June) — At this time grass is actively growing and using up nutrients,
therefore it is important to supply the lawn with a proper feeding designed for this time of year. Since
this also is a time when broadleaf weeds are actively growing, a combination fertilizer with broadleaf
weed control is ideal.
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