
Basic Plant Care
Planting
Dig hole twice as wide and at same depth as soil in pot or at curve of root ball. For backfill mix
approximately 2/3 native soil, and no more than 1/3 soil amendment (e.g. peat moss, top soil). Topsoil is
needed only if the soil conditions are particularly poor. In case of acid loving plants (Rhododendrons,
Azaleas, Blueberries, etc.), add a fertilizer incorporating a soil acidifier.

PLASTIC POT - remove plant from pot and use a gentle rubbing action to loosen root - bound soil ball.
Roots will grow into the surrounding soil faster when loosened from the soil ball. We welcome the return of
all plastic pots for recycling instead of discarding them in the landfill.

FIBER POT - if pot slides off easily without disturbing root ball then remove it. Alternatively, cut off bottom
with knife, place the pot in the hole, make one slice up the side, then remove the remainder of the pot.
Backfill with soil mixture. If soil ball is not intact, remove the thick rim and make 10- 12 slashes along the
sides. Leave panels in the soil and backfill as usual.
.
BALLED IN BURLAP (B&B) - leave burlap on, but once plant is set in hole, cut any strings restricting the neck
of the plant. DO NOT REMOVE THE BURLAP SACKING from the base of the root ball.

Place plant in the center of hole and begin adding mixed backfill. Fill the hole to halfway with the native soil
initially removed. With the heel of your shoe, pack the soil down around the root ball - this stabilizes the
plant until such time as the roots grow out beyond the hole and anchor the plant. Add a granular fertilizer,
such as Osmocote 14-14-14, at this level, and fill hole with the remaining soil, mounding loosely at the
surface. The final soil level around the base of the plant should be even with the soil in the original
container or top of root ball. Pat soil down firmly and water plant in.

Watering
Water plants for one full year after installation. A slow hose laid at the base of the plant for the required
amount of time is the most effective means of watering for deep soaking. Lawn sprinklers, buckets of
water, or spraying lightly for a few minutes is not an acceptable method of watering for anything except
ornamental grasses or perennials.

Plan to give plants a good watering mid to late November so as to insulate the plant and its roots against
the drying effects of winter cold, and again at start of April to hydrate plant as it leaves dormancy.
Otherwise, normal rainfall during the Spring and Fall months provides adequate watering for all but the sun
loving varieties of annuals. Chicago and surrounding areas have clay loam soils which hold water - do NOT
overwater!

Depending on the size and type of plant, periods of five minutes to an hour of watering are required when
the area experiences extended periods of hot and dry weather. In the absence of decent rains, water every
fifth to eighth day during the hot Summer months. Smaller shrubs and perennials will need more frequent
waterings, and will ‘tell you’ when they are thirsty - they will look wilted and their leaves will droop. For small
trees, 20-30 minute soaks: medium trees, 30 minute soaks; for larger trees, 30-45 minute soaks. Give
smaller shrubs 5-10 minute soaks, and medium shrubs and evergreen shrubs 10-15 minute soakings.
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Pruning
When to prune small trees and shrubs depends on when they flower.

Evergreens (Arborvitae, Junipers, Euonymus, Yews, Boxwood) - these should be
lightly pruned in Spring primarily to remove any winter-killed branches.

Flowering Plants - Plants grown primarily for early Spring flowers (on previous year’s growth) such as
Forsythia, Purple-leaf Sandcherry, and Azaleas should be pruned immediately after they finish flowering.
Lilacs can be pruned ONLY at this time, and Rhododendrons and Azaleas should have their spent
flowers pinched off to encourage flowers the next year. Shrubs grown primarily for their foliage rather
than showy flowers (Dogwood, Honeysuckle and Alpine Currant) should be pruned in Spring before new
growth begins.

Summer flowering plants can be pruned in early Spring before they break dormancy and again after
flowering. Flowering shrubs which will bloom repeatedly such as Spiraea, Weigela and Potentilla will set
fuller second set of bloom if they are pruned before the first flowers go to seed.

Shrub Roses should be pruned in early Spring back to live wood. They should also have spent flowers
removed as they fade to encourage continued blooming.

Winterizing
For most recently installed plants, the application of bone meal in the late Summer or early Fall, and
continued watering until the ground freezes, is adequate winter protection. In the case of upright
Junipers and Arborvitae at risk of heavy snow load, twining or netting may be necessary to hold the
shape. Any border line hardy plants such as Magnolia, Japanese Maple, Azalea, Peaches, etc. should
be wrapped in subsequent Winters.

In areas where rodent or deer damage is common, the use of tree guards and the application of blood
meal or chemical repellent as a deterrent may be necessary.

Insects, Fungus and Rusts
Although different plants show varying susceptibility to disease it is possible that at some point
treatment may be necessary. Chronic wet weather will increase the risk of infestation by fungi, molds, or
insects. If you are uncertain as to which treatment would be best, bring a sample of the diseased plant,
six to eight inches in length, to the garden center so the staff may advise you on the best course of
treatment.

Fertilizing
Generally, planting with a bone meal/ blood meal combination fertilizer, or a slow-release
granular fertilizer such as Osmocote, will successfully see a plant through its first year.
Apply bone meal in late August to allow the plant to develop its root system for Winter
freeze-up.

On a yearly basis, the application of bone and blood meal in the Spring and bone meal in
the Fall will keep most plants healthy. To encourage more growth, blooms, or to aid a
stressed plant, water-soluble fertilizer appropriate to the plant type may be applied.
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