


20 Nursery Management & Production  |  July 2009  |  www.nmpromagazine.com      

SEEING IS BELIEVING.

Join us!

August 20-22, 2009
Portland, Oregon

Produced by

Register online at www.farwestshow.com
For exhibitor or visitor information call

00.342.640

20092009
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 “We believe in combining 
time-proven methods with newer 
technology,” Andy said.

Tiled-and-terraced fields
All of the nursery’s fields are tiled and 
terraced, which provides excellent 
erosion control. The system is 
designed to hold 4 inches of rain 
and release it slowly over a 24-hour 
period. Behind each terrace is a 
Higgenbottom, a horizontal pipe 
drilled with holes that helps regulate 
water outlet to the drain tiles. The 
tiles are varying sizes, based on the 
field’s topography.
 Erosion control is essential from an 
environmental standpoint, but it also 
protects equipment from unnecessary 
wear and tear and it makes the 
blocks of stock almost 100 percent 
harvestable.
 “This system yields a uniform 

All of Wilson 
Nurseries’ fields are 
laid out with a tile-
and-terrace system.

Incorporated into the landscape 
of Wilson Nurseries’ Volo facility 
are many demonstration gardens, 
displaying real-world usage of 
hardgoods and nursery stock. 
Gardens include plants, cast pav-
ers, walls, natural stone and boul-
ders, water features and outdoor 
living spaces.

A waterfall is the centerpiece of 
one demonstration garden, which 
uses outcropping and boulders 
for retaining walls, flagstone and 
bluestone in the walkways, com-
bined with plants like junipers, 
crabapples and daylilies to create 
an idyllic gardenscape.

It’s an ideal way for landscapers 
to showcase the wonders that they 
can create for their customers.

Demonstration 
gardens show-
case hardgoods 
and plants
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block of plants, yields the largest 
percentage of plants for sale, allows 
you to maintain plants in the most 
economical way and harvest and load 
them to loading zones in the most 
efficient way,” Roger said.
 There are costs and maintenance 
involved in operating a terrace-and-tile 
system. It costs about $100,000 per 
100 acres, “but the flexibility and the 
amount of plants harvested is worth 
the cost,” Roger said.
 “The terracing system allows 
flexibility in growing the product and 
managing the terrace, square blocks 
often don’t give you that flexibility,” 
Roger said. “We have about 10 
different soil types out here, so we site 
the plants properly based on soil type.”
 The terraces, which are also used 
for roads, are up to 2,200 feet long. 
Within each of those terraces, there 
could be two or more soil types.
 The nursery won a soil 
conservation award in 1985 from Kane 
County for the system. It was a county 
soil conservationist who convinced 
Roger to install the system.

For more: Wilson Nurseries, (847) 
683-3700; www.wilsonnurseries.com. 

Skyline Honeylocust 
develops a strong, 
sturdy trunk and 
shapely crown.

Wilson grows a wide range of 
perennials.
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